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1. Opposition to ths Cormunistie rogime in Bohomia is vory marked for tho follow-
ing reasonas v .

a. Terror. The povernment romains in power through terror of which even the
older Communists do not approve., The latier had hoped that the Cormunish
Party would find a way for carrying out its program with the support and
sympathy of the poople. Punishment for contact with the YWest is not a
deterrent %o opposition., The more brutal the sentences, the greater is
the courage of the people to replace thoss who have fallen. There is dig-
brust between Commmumnists and anti~Commnisteand fear of inforrors, lasa
arrests occur daily. In the spring of this yoar, 49 persons were arrested
in Jachymov for an unknown reason. A1l of them woere sentenced to two and
a half years® foreed labor in the uranium nines there. They veceive no
ray and are given only a "railwy warrant” once a nonth for visits by their

. rolatives. Among the 49 arrested wore a barber, a shopkeeper, a pensioner

- and an enployee of the Jachymov agricultural department.

bo  Low stardard of living, The long~pronised improvemont in tho standard of

living has mot been realizsd. Yages are not in proportion to the pricos
of necessities, and the people do not understand why so many items are still
rationed when they know that in Westorn Germany everything is obtainablo on

- the open rmarket, In general, only very inferior goods can be purchased on the
free market in Czeehoslovakia, Only %op party officials have attained a betiter
standard of livinag, but they are in a ¢lass by themselves and differ from the
former eapitalists in being coarser and ridiculous, The people continually
conpare present conditicns in an unfavorable wy with those existing during
the Pirst Republie, 1918-1932, For exanple, a worker who previously earned
2-3 kes per hour paid 1% Kes for a good afterncon spack. HNow he earns fron

10-20 Kes, up to a maximunm of 30 Kes » Per hour tut he rmst pay 30 Kes for a
similar meal. Uages are decreasing. An enployee aarning 4,000 Kes ia Docem-
bor 1949 received only 3,000 XKes in July 1950. A Prague taxicab driver who
owned three eabs was compelled to join a publie transportation company and
he now receives only 2,800 Kos in monthly wages. In stores large purchases
are investimated and checked with the incoms of the buyer., If any purchase
omeaeding 700 Kes is -nde on %he froe market, the police arc allowsd to in-
vestigate. In one of the "Pramen" gtores in Pragus, a customer maldng a 550
Kes .purchase wag approached by a eivilian apont who inforrmed him that if
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his purshaso had boen lareer, tho Iatter would have wen econpelled to
waveal the source of his Funds.

¢, Forced labor, vork has hecome conpulsory. lorkers are driven to groater
rerformnce bub with no inereage in earnings., The reople are disturbed
by the reminontation of their leisurc timo. They yearn for privacy, for
tranquility, and for an opportunity to live in aceordance vith indivddual
desires. ‘lorlk trigades arc encountoring inercasing opposition.

d.  Tropaganda. Tropa~ands is hocoming intolerable and in aimed ot the stupid.
Talk ef ratelotism and the duty to vork is regarded ap mers ratter and is
ineffective, It irritates by ite systematic intensity and by proclaining
obvious lies %o be irrefutabls facks. Congequentiy, propapanda acconpliches
the rovorge of its intontion. It has failed entirely to prove that the
Ariericans have brought only nisery %o Surope. Though attenpbs are made to
debase she nowory of formor Prasident Benes s he otill iz revered by the
people and is not repreached for Hhe avents of Fabruary 1948,

Cppooition o Comrwmism ig apparont in the followin~ wayss

2.  Only o small percentave of the peonle are monbers of the Corrmunist Party,
In Zabehlice near Prasue it hos boon estinated that not mors than 10 percent
of the peorle are confirmed Comrmnisbo. The “errmnishs believe that their days
are nunbared. Frime Hinistor Zapotocly has for somctine been suspacted of
maldng vropamtions in the event of an anti-Corrunist revolt, Silhavy, chatir-
nan of the District Jatiomul Cormittes in Boroun, stated in fpril 1950: "We
mow the vhole show will fall apart one day or Zapotociy would not be gebting
pagsporss to leave the country. Go and read the inscription on tho old city
gate." The pacaporbts roferred to by Silbavy ucre obbained for Zapotocky s
daurhtor and son=in-law, a Gerran naned Schlerer, who live at Sporilov in Propue.,

b, About 80 percent of the people fecl almost a fanatlcal rosentment to any type
of opposition to the egh. It ig asoumed that the sone provortion of troons
would desery at the first opportunity and join the lestern forcas, Heverthe-
logs thors is not ruch hope for an Irwmedinte internal uprising. All weapons
are in tho hands of the Comrmmnists. The fou reraining hidden wvespons are de-
toriorating besause of lack of mainfonancc, Horeover, an uprising would have
to be orzanized on a wide basig 47 the cortore of reballion were not to be
suppressed lecally.

¢. Moot non~Corrunists are hoping for a war. Korea is generally reparded as
the boginning of such conflagration. Arerdiean reversos are anxiously fole
lowed, but there 12 a rrovalling opbinionm becavse of ths tochnieal superiority
of the Yest. The faith of the Czochs arises from tholr unaworving conviction
that in the conflick bedween right and wrong, risht will inovitably triumpk .
This belief is so stronm that the Czech people can conbinue to dndure even
groater moral hiows without loslng hepe. Dven the convineed Corrministe have
indicated no enthuciasn over the Communist pucesscas in Korea as ther lmov well
that this fivht 1o not decisive,

do  The people are aluays guesging at dates vhen the liboration will oceur. Great
hopes wore nlaced on 15 Iy 1950 although it was not lmoun iy thio date waso
solected. “hen nothing haprened at that vime and o subsequant dates, another
day wvas mentioned irmedintely. The failuro of provious predictions did not
Scen %o affect people’s optimism, Such is the rower of wishful thinking thich
2ives poorle the horo and courare to live,

@, Folitical an’ warty difforences anoly? the non=Cormunicts have hoen entirely
wiped out, At present there ic no cloar-cut rarty icsue except that of
Communism vo, anti~Corrunism, The opinion is widesproad that the Czoch
Hational Ooeialist Parby and the Catholic Party, the two non-lharxist parties
before the Pebruary coun, should not have pernitted the Commnishs to main
their poror, even thou-h nothing could have intorfored with the coun,

£, There is no enthusiasm for aports cince they have become Communint-controlied.
The Sokol moveront and the Czoch youth orpanization continue to oxict beecause

of governmont ar OW‘DENT‘AL ,
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3. Little is known aboub the conditions faecing the cxiles abroad. The poople have
heard of the Council of Free Czachoslovakia hut not how it 1g conpooed. They
would like to learn how the council operates abroad, to what extent the Testern
Powors, especially the U.S., reeognize it, and whether it is asceptod as the
official represcutative of the Czech exiie grouns. :

4o Dr. Teter Zenldl fms the confifence of tho people bub it is felt that he should.
speak more froquently on the radiac and In 2 more encournging manner. TFrantisel
Klatil is often rentioned in the fariove Vary and Jachymov districte, and his
talks would be weleomed on the radic. Emil Ransdorf is miased at home and remembarod
with fondness by his students who continue to surport hin, The reaetion to Dohunil
Lavsman is indiented by the following question: ™Mat on earth are they doing there
(abroad) withthat *erook! lausman??

5. The Czechs are opposed to Goneral Frchala. Hews has scepod in from abrdad and
hag been widely publicized that Prchala is unconpronisingly anti-Benes and that
ko is negobinting with the Sudetan Germans, Thus Frchala is rogarded as an ad=
venturer and his moverment has ne followers at home and no progpect of Pubure
support,

6. Pragus gives the following appearance: I% is a city without jloy. There are
owarmg of OB police in uniforns and the people are terrorized and afraid to
speak or to smile. Formorly people uced to be friendly and they would start
conversations in trains and elsevherc. Today, unless thoy know one another,
they suspect everyonc. Few ' psrsons wear Communiat Farty badges. Plenty of mocds
are seen in shopuindows. There is no construchion activity, and no houses sare
boling repaired. Only the building of the Stofanik bridge is progressing fairly
wells the road surfacc has boen finished. The only large new buildings under
construction is one@artnent house in Zabehlice and six in Pankrac,

25X4 A_ This inéé;iﬁtion roada:s  "Everything is tenporary, the Lord alone
is etornal.”
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